
VILLAGE OF VERNON 

Minutes of Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting & Public Hearing 

                                                                     September 8, 2021  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Elkins 

Present: Elkins, Ethington, Hilliker 

Absent: - None 

 

Approval of Minutes of Meeting July 15, 2021- Moved by Ethington, seconded by Hilliker to approve 

the minutes of June 15, 2021 as written. 

 Yeas: All 

 Nays: None 

Carried. 

 

Call to Audience: - 

Don Surprenant asked about parking lot lighting. 

Matt Casey from Zaremba Group asked if he could answer the question? Lighting will come on a half 

hour before opening and go out a half hour after closing. 

 

Items of Business 

 

Public Hearing- 

Chair Elkins opened public hearing up for public comment at 7:05 p.m. 

Zoning Administrator Statement: 

Corey Christensen from ROWE updated the ZBA with the facts, went over the five standards. 

 

Applicants Comment: 

Matt Casey went over the reasoning for the parking variance.  

Matt explained if the ZBA shrinks the parking spots and stull size they may be able to pull the building up 

and have a room for a buffer. 

If the ZBA passes a variance of a stull size of 9x18 and 33 spots or less, the minimum amount of parking 

spaces Dollar General wants to see is 30.  Matt would like to see the board table the other two variances 

and he would like to rework the site plan. 

 

Public Comments: 

Don Surprenant asked if the septic field meets the county specifications. Don also asked if the gas tanks 

were still in the ground. 

Matt Casey explained an environmental and soil test have been done and the tanks had been removed. 

Grey Wilcox 405 Maple St. asked about paperwork the ZBA was reading off. Also stated Community is 

not set up for a Dollar General and asked the ZBA to think about the families of the Village and also to 

think about the lighting. 

Stephanie Crist 6829 M-71 Worried about car accidents. What is Dollar General’s reasoning on this lot? 

Also, on the over kill for Dollar General to have stores in Durand and Corunna already. 

Matt Casey explained the process Dollar General uses in picking locations. 

Vanessa Jelinek 6823 M-71 stated she has traffic concerns with how fast the State Police drive past her 

home. 

Corey Christensen asked about parking size. 

Matt Casey stated 9x18 and 33 parking spots to be able to pull the building forward a few feet. 

Grey Wilcox asked about the notice variance posting have more information. 



Don Surprenant asked if taking away 3 spots and drawing up a new plan would meet code or would the 

still need a variance. 

Grey Wilcox asked why can’t the ZBA drop more than 3 spots, and where the entrance and exit will be? 

Matt Casey explained why Dollar General needs a minimum of 30 spots. 

Stephanie Crist asked if the residents will have a say in what comes in. 

Chair Elkins explained anything commercial can be put at 6955 M-71 that is commercial without a 

variance if it meets the zoning ordinances. 

 

Board Comments: 

Hilliker stated he never sees more than a handful of cars and does not see an issue with less parking spots. 

Ethington stated he does not care on the spots; the business should know how many spots they need to 

operate.  

 

Chair Elkins Closed Public Comment at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Board Discussion and review: 

Moved by Ethington, seconded by Elkins to approve the requested variance at 6955 M-71 of 30 spots at a 

size of  9 x 18. 

 Yeas: All 

 Nays: None 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Ethington, seconded by Elkins to table other two variances until the applicant comes back to 

the Village with new plans. 

 Yeas: All 

 Nays: None 

Carried. 

 

 

Adjournment 

Moved by Elkins seconded by Ethington to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 p.m. 

Yeas: All 

Nays: None 

Carried 

 

 

The board has 60 days to return a decision after a request to appeal has been filed, unless 

otherwise agreed. Decision becomes effected five days after determination has been made, unless 

otherwise stated. 2/3 vote Board membership is required. 

 

________________________________________________ 

Krista E. Goodman- Village Clerk 

 

 


